
 
  
  
  
 
  NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
 
 
FINANCE AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
Matt Zacher, Chairperson 
Dean Veneman, Secretary 
Jay Bemke 
 
Notice is hereby given of a meeting of the Finance and Property Committee to be held in the Council Chambers at 
City Hall, 444 West Grand Avenue, Wisconsin Rapids, on Tuesday, December 6, 2022 at 4:00 p.m. The meeting will 
be streamed live on the City of Wisconsin Rapids Facebook page and will also be broadcast live on Charter Cable 
Channel 985 and Solarus HD Cable Channel 3. If a member of the public wishes to access this meeting live via 
Zoom audio conferencing, you must contact the City Clerk at least 24 hours prior to the start of the meeting to 
coordinate your access. This meeting is also available after its conclusion on the City’s Facebook page and 
Community Media’s YouTube page, which can be accessed at www.wr-cm.org. It is possible that members of the 
Committee may appear remotely via video or audioconferencing for this meeting. 
 
 

Agenda 
 

1. Call to Order 
 

2. Consider a request from Square Bar LLC  d/b/a Square Bar, Amy Friday, agent, for a Class “B” Beer and 
“Class B” liquor license for the premises located at 210 Johnson Street 
 

3. Consider a request from the Fire Department to release the ARPA funds to complete the Station II project 
that was removed from the renovation Scope due to the rise in costs from COVID  
 

4. Consider a request from the Park and Recreation Commission to approve the funding of up to $130,000 
from the Park Outlay for the creation of a dog park on City property. Parcel numbers: 34-10669, 34-10668, 
07-00279, 07-00279B, 07-00279A, 07-00278 

 
5. Consider a request from E-Ways Sales LLC, d/b/a E-Ways Sales, Jonathan Ruder, agent, located at 2660 

8th Street South #105 for renewal of Pawnbroker, Secondhand Article Dealer and Secondhand Jewelry 
Dealer Licenses 
 

6. Consider a request from ecoATM, LLC, Sean Flaherty, agent, located at 4331 8th Street South for 
renewal of a Secondhand Article Dealer License 
 

7. Consider for approval the Shared Ride Taxi Operating Contract between the City of Wisconsin Rapids and 
Wheels of Independence, Inc. 
 

8. Audit of the bills 
 

9. Set next meeting date 
 

10. Discussion and possible action on amending policy guidelines for the Rapids Rediscovered grant program 
 

11. Consider a request from the Community Development Department to apply for a Community Development 
Investment Grant through the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation in an amount not to exceed 
$250,000 for the construction of loading dock improvements at 1100 East Riverview Expressway (Parcel ID 
3411796). No community match is required.  

 

 

http://www.wr-cm.org/


12. In open session, the Committee may vote to go into closed session under Section 19.85(1)(e) of the 
Wisconsin Statutes, which reads: "Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the 
investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or 
bargaining reasons require a closed session".  

a. In closed session, the Committee may discuss a request from Wood County to enter into an 
agreement to allow Wood County temporary exclusive use of the City parcels known as the 
“Triangle Development” for jail construction parking and possible staging, and to install temporary 
fencing around the property. The Parcels IDs are 3408170, 3408171, 3408172, 3408174, 
3408176, and 3408177. 
 

13. The Committee will return to open session. 
 

14. The Committee may take action on the agreement with Wood County as discussed in Item 12. 
 

15. In open session, the Committee may vote to go into closed session under Section 19.85(1)(e) of the 
Wisconsin Statutes, which reads: "Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the 
investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or 
bargaining reasons require a closed session"; and Section 19.85(1)(g), Wis. Stats., which reads 
“Conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or written advice concerning 
strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved.” 

a. In closed session, the Committee may discuss litigation strategy regarding tax assessment 
litigation the City is involved in; may consider retaining outside litigation counsel for the tax 
assessment litigation; and may consider retaining a consultant for valuation consulting regarding 
a scope of work plan for an appraisal for the tax assessment litigation.  

 
16. The Committee will return to open session.   

 
17. The Committee may take action on retaining outside counsel for the tax assessment litigation. 

 
18. The Committee may take action on retaining a consultant for valuation consulting regarding a scope of 

work plan for an appraisal for the tax assessment litigation. 
 

19. Adjournment  
 

 
 
 
 
 
The City of Wisconsin Rapids encourages participation from all its citizens. If participation at any public meeting is not 
possible due to a disability, notification to the city clerk’s office at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting is 
encouraged to make the necessary accommodations. Call the clerk at (715) 421-8200 to request accommodations. 
 









Requestor: Jake Klingforth 

Request/Referral:     Request from the Park and Recreation Commission to approve the funding 
up to $130,000.00 from Park Outlay for the creation of a dog park on City property  Parcel 
numbers: 34-10669, 34-10668, 07-00279, 07-00279B, 07-00279A, 07-00278  

Background information: Please see attachments with price quotes 

Options available: The options would be to approve of the project or to deny the request. 

 

Staff recommendation: Approve the funds  

Action you are requesting the committee take: Finance and property to approve this referral  

How will the item be financed: Park and Rec Outlay 

 

Please attach all supporting documentation and budget resolutions if necessary. 
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CHAIN LINK FENCE

PROJ. NO. ####-## SHEET 00 OF 00

LOCATION:

PROJECT: DOG PARK DRAFT PLANS W   I   S   C   O   N   S   I   NE N G I N E E R I N G   D E P A R T M E N T
444 WEST GRAND AVENUE

WISCONSIN RAPIDS,  WI  54495
PHONE 715-421-8205  /  FAX 715-421-8291

DRAWING FILE - S:\Engineering\PROJECTS\2022-09 Dog Park\CAD\Drawings\Dog Park Design.dwg
DRAWN BY: X.X.X. PLOT DATE: 3/22/21 NOT TO SCALE

AutoCAD SHX Text
10669

AutoCAD SHX Text
10669









,fmerican
Quote 00066435

Dale:911212022
Contact:

Business Telephone: 7 1 5-421 -8240

Fax:421-8291

Znd Telephon e: 7 1 5-21 3-607 3

Job Site:

City of Wisconsin Rapids
444 West Grand Avenue
Wisconsin Rapids, Wl 54495-2780

Plover, W 54467
1 -800-472-0505 ot 7 1 5-341 -441 1

F AX: 715-341-4415

910 W Plummer Ct
Neenah, Wl54956

1 -800-310-0600 or 920-886-6676
FAX: 920-886-1448

www.americanfencewi.com

Proposal To:

City of Wisconsin Rapids
444 West Grand Avenue
Wisconsin Rapids, Wl 54495-2780

Furnish materials, equipment and labor to install 2,589' of 6' high chain link fence, including (1) 10' double swing $59,550.00
gate and (2) 4' walk gates. The chain link fabric will be an industrial 9 GA galvanized steel. The framework will be all
heavy industrial "SS40", consisting of 3" gate, corner and end posts, 2" line posts and a 1 518" top rail. The posts will
all be driven. The fence will include a bottom tension wire. The gates will be all welded 2" frame construction.
Also, we will furnish and install the 10'X 10'double gated entry way, including (2) 4'walk gates and (1) 10'double
swing gate in the 4' high fence into the small dog enclosure. The terminal posts will be 2112". All other materials and
installation will be the same as described above for the 6' high fence.

NOTE: This quote include all of the posts, top rail, chain link fabric, gates, gate hardware and fittings necessary for
the double gated entry way and the 10'double drive gate into the small dog park, along with labor for those area.
This does not include materials or labor for the remaining 516' of 4' high fence.

Terms:
Net 10 days.

THANK YOU!
Please.sign 2 copies

and return one.

Subtotal:

Freight:

Sales Tax:

Total Amount:

$59,550.00

$0.00

$o.oo

$59,550.00

ProjectManager $Olrfieen,

Prices are valid through:

Proposal Accepted By:

Customer PO#:

shrubs and dispose of spoils unless otheMise specifled Customer is responsible for building permits if necessary
3) More or less material other than the amount contrCcted for will be debited or credited at current rates.
4) American Fence Co. reserves the right to make additional charges to the customer in the event unusual ground conditions, such as rock formation, impede the installation.
5) Such additional charges shall be based on actual additional labor required to complete installation under the circumsiances.

6) All accounts are payable in full within ten (10) days of the date of the invoice. 1.5% ner month (18% per year) late fee will be assessed on past due accounts.
7) Customer agrees to pay all cost3 of collection incurred by American Fence Company before and after judgment, including reasonable attorney fees. All parties
agree that if collection action becomes necessary, all collections will be filed in and court action will be venued in Winnebago County, Wisconsin.
8) As required by the Wisconsin construction Iien law, builder hereby notifies owner that persons or companies furnishing labor or materials for the construction on
owner's land may have lien rights on owne/s land and buildings if not paid,

furnish labor or maierials for the construction.

lender, if any.
'11) Builder agrees to cooperate with the owner and the owner's lender, if any, to see that all potential lien claimants are duly paid.

12) Quotes are valid for 30 days unless otheNise specified.

13) Credit card payments exceeding $2,500.00 will be subjected to a 2olo convenience fee per sale. Credit card fees are non-refundable.











 

Community Development 
Department 

City of Wisconsin Rapids 
444 West Grand Avenue 

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 
Ph: (715) 421-8228 

Memo 

Page 1 of 2  

`To:  Property and Finance Committee   
From:  Kyle Kearns   

Date:  11 /30/2022  

Subject:  Discussion and possible action on amending policy guidelines for the Rapids Rediscovered 
grant program. 

 

In 2018, the City created the Rapids Rediscovered program from developer fees obtained from the 
Senior Housing Project adjacent to the YMCA. In summary, the program was created to revitalize 
existing neighborhoods, specifically targeting dilapidated buildings and vacant lots.  The program has 
approximately $39,000 of funds and is detailed further below.  

Program Objectives: 
• To encourage investment and the construction of new homes in transitional neighborhoods in 

order to strengthen them.  
• To support the creation of new quality housing stock within the City designed to accommodate 

families.  
• To remove blighted homes and vacant lots to reduce their negative impact on the surrounding 

neighborhood.  
• To facilitate the construction of new housing on previously tax-deeded parcels currently held by 

the County to move them back onto the tax roll.  
• To reduce barriers created by the need to remove functionally obsolete housing from properties 

located throughout the City.  
Program Basics:  

• The Community Development Department publishes and maintains a list of available vacant lots 
or redevelopment lots eligible for the program.  

• The Builder/Buyer completes an application meeting the minimum program requirements and 
submits the application along with an offer to purchase.  

• The Planning Commission and City Council review the application and for compliance with the 
program.  

• The lot is purchased by the builder or buyer either from the City or another third party.  
• Builder constructs the new home meeting the requirements of the program; projects must be 

completed within one (1) year of approval.  
• Typical grant support of $5,000 for a vacant lot or $10,000 for a redevelopment lot is provided 

to the applicant.  
House Standards: 

• Dwelling must be owner occupied.  
• Include a minimum of 3 bedrooms.  
• Include a minimum of 2 bathrooms.  
• Include a minimum 2 car garage.  
 



Page 2 of 2  

 

 

Unfortunately, while the program has been marketed and promoted, no applications have been 
received. A great deal of feedback has been provided from potential applicants, however. Developers or 
contractors interested in the program were deterred primarily due to the owner occupancy 
requirement, house standards, and procedures. For example, there is interest in the construction of 
renter-occupied single family or multi-family homes and in the construction of smaller homes.  These 
home styles would also fit well into the existing housing stock and attract a wider range of buyers and 
occupants.  Furthermore, a great interest exists in the community to renovate existing dilapidated or 
vacant homes.  

A gap exists for developers to profit from this however, given the workforce shortage, supply chain 
issues and inflation, but interest remains. To meet this gap and need, staff would suggest changes to the 
program guidelines to remove the owner occupancy and house standards, as the zoning ordinance has 
minimum requirements for construction. Furthermore, staff would suggest simplifying the process to 
allow for the grant to be obtained after lot purchase and potentially with a portion provided upfront. 
Lastly, staff would suggest creating a renovation grant of a smaller amount, such as $2,500, to be used 
for existing homes. Proper protections would still exist and be outlined in an agreement between the 
City and Developer.  

Ultimately, the goal is to create growth and vibrancy in existing neighborhoods, and the changes 
proposed will still serve to meet that goal, and moreover will spark more interest from developers and 
contractors.  Until the program is utilized, there is no measurable benefit from the program.  Therefore, 
the hope is that once guidelines are adjusted participation rates will increase and growth and vibrancy 
will result. 

Full program details can be found here: https://www.wirapids.org/economic-development.html 

 

  

https://www.wirapids.org/economic-development.html


 

Community Development 
Department 

City of Wisconsin Rapids 
444 West Grand Avenue 

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 
Ph: (715) 421-8228 

Memo 

Page 1 of 2  

To:  Property and Finance Committee   
From:  Kyle Kearns   

Date:  11/30/2022  

Subject:  Request from the Community Development Department to apply for a Community 
Development Investment Grant through the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation 
in an amount not to exceed $250,000 for the construction of loading dock improvements at 
1100 East Riverview Expressway (Parcel ID 3411796). No community match is required.  

 

The former Shopko building was purchased in early 2022 by TWR Company out of Arizona, which 
created Cool Investment LLC for the ownership of the property. They have intent to renovate the space 
to accommodate multiple tenants and have already cleaned up the exterior and started interior 
demolition, specifically of a mezzanine. As part of any multi-tenant redevelopment, a second loading 
dock area is needed on the southwest side of the building.  

 

Proposed Dock 



Page 2 of 2  

In recognition of the importance a second loading dock plays into the success of any redevelopment, 
City Staff have suggested applying for a Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation (WEDC) 
Community Development Investment (CDI) Grant, not to exceed the maximum amount of $250,000. 
Ironically, the developer’s contractor estimates the loading docks costs to be approximately $250,000-
$300,000 dollars. Attached is fact sheet on the program, which requires leveraged investment by the 
developer, but not necessarily a community match. It is also important to note that each community can 
apply for a single grant per fiscal year (ending June 2023), and staff supports this project for our annual 
allocation.  

The developer has created preliminary plans to identify the loading dock improvements, indicated 
below.  

 

Staff have submitted a preliminary review of the project to WEDC regional representatives, who will 
provide further feedback on or before December 6th, 2022. Thereafter, a formal application for the CDI 
grant can be made. A resolution by Council is also a requirement of formal application. Lastly, if awarded 
the grant, a developer’s agreement is required to outline the process of disbursement of CDI funds and 
the developer’s obligations as part of the project. Staff is seeking a recommendation to apply for the 
WEDC CDI Grant. In fiscal year 2022.  Should you have any questions regarding the above don’t hesitate 
to contact me directly.   



 

 

 

201 W. Washington Avenue, Madison, WI 53703   •   855-INWIBIZ   •   wedc.org 

 

BUILDING VIBRANT COMMUNITIES 
IN WISCONSIN®

  
The livelihood of our communities is directly linked to quality services 

and infrastructure that support economic competitiveness. Wisconsin 

communities that mobilize people and resources inspire positive and 

substantive local development. The Wisconsin Economic Development 

Corporation’s (WEDC’s) Community Development Investment (CDI) 

Grant Program helps transform communities by supporting local 

development that is as unique as the communities in Wisconsin. 

HOW IT WORKS 
The CDI Grant Program will support urban, small city and rural 

community re/development efforts by providing financial incentives for 

shovel-ready projects with emphasis on, but not limited to, downtown 

community-driven efforts. 

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
Grant recipients must demonstrate significant, measurable benefits in 

job opportunities, property values and/or leveraged investment by local 

and private partners. 

 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

INVESTMENT GRANT 

LEARN MORE  

For more information about 

becoming eligible for the Community 

Development Investment Grant 

Program, contact a Wisconsin 

Economic Development Corporation 

(WEDC) regional economic 

development director or call 855-

INWIBIZ toll free. 

You can find the list of regional 

directors and territories covered at 

wedc.org/regional.   

 

CONNECTING PEOPLE AND PLACES > 
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