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~ Sentenced fo hang

on the walls of city hall,
| all the dead mayors
| wait eternity

Jor amation to adjourn.
* By MARK SCARBOROUGH
am-mw_
They stare down forlornly, as
ruthey have for 4 couple of de-

Imwm lumurn::l"
nsin

NI!I?. l.lplw

£ iticians all, 1 have hung
-lru\md all that time without s

* Nm that they've had much
“choice in the matter. After ail,
“most of them are dead.
» The faces of these quiet Wis-
reansin Rapids mayars line the
\ehamber walls, with a few more
:mm outside the chamber in
1y hull, and these venera-
Illl pdmnilnrl all M‘l‘f’;m“
[worth telling, even if ¢ ey have
[been largely forgotten.
It just takes a lintle historical
| detective work — digging
+ through death certificates at
| the Wond € aunty Register of
I Deeds office, then searching
+ for obituaries on rolls of slip-
1 pery microfilm ur McMillan
yMemorial Library — to resur-
krect flickering images from
jyears past.
& When each died, family mem
Were sure (o stress the
smayoral connection in their final
gran rolesses. The capsule
Wingraphies contained tn their
Robituaries and death certificates
Also shine some light on what
‘Iuppen:d o them befare they
ferved and alter they left office.
i 50, here's 4 random sampling,
selected for no particular reason
and illustrated with their por-
traits from city hall, of some of
this city's past mayors

. Bernard R. Goggins
i Mayor of the newly *
ried" Grand R.
o tralin (the two ri
» became all Grand Rapids in
19001), Gogpins se 1900-1901
Born Ji 7, hie was 79

1937, An sttorney in general
plm tice, he had Followed that
all his life, retiring
Irnm day-to-day law at Goggins,
Brazeau and Graves in April
1936

Gogginy had secured his high
schaol, normal school and law
school education “by diligence,
self-sacrifice and only after
overcoming severe obstacles

1o younger practitioners, exem-
* plifying and emphasizing stu-

Bernard Goggins
without financial sssistance,”
according to his Sept. 3, 1937,
;vh:mum Rapids Daily Tribune

it

uary.
“His labors whereby to earn

maney to continue his education

from time to time found him var-

iously in the role of & railroad

borer, farmer and school
teacher in the states of Wiscon-
sin, Minnesota and the territory
of South Dakota,”

In addition to his mayoral
term, Goggins had served as
Tirst principal of the Grand
Rapids High School (beginning
in November 1884) and Wood
County district attorney (with
fris one term starting in Novem-
ber 1892).

He graduated from the law
school at Madison's '[]niv:ﬂky
of Wisconsin in 1890, opening a

solo law office in Centralia. By
1900, he had become partner
with T.W. Brazeau, taking on
another partner, R-B. Graves, in
1923

From June 1916 to June 1917,
Goggine was pmldml af the
Wisconsin Bar Association.
From 1917 & IVIII he was spe-
cial assistant (o Wisconsin's
attorney general.

"“Mr. Goggins' splendid pro-
fessional career of more than 46
years in the active practice of
the law in all state and federal
courts is an enviable sccom-
plishment

dinusness, unusual intellect,
‘marvelous memory and cease-
less diligence,” the Tribune
reported at his death.

*His work was his profession
and his recreation. He was thor-
oughly foundationed in the prin-
ciples of fundamental law. He
was untiring in his zeal and
would never yield in the matter

PN\

Lawrence Nash
of pnn:lpli for any possible
advantage
Lawrence M. Nash

Mayor of Grand Rapids from
1904 to 1906, L.M. Nash was
barn Jan. 28, 1854, and was 82
years, one month and 23 days old
when he died March 21, 1936. He
had previously served as a city
alderman and mayor of Cen-
tralin. A county supervisor for
21 years, he had also been &
schoal board member for six.

He had been active in his
hardware and farm implement
business, Nash Hardware, up to
two weeks before his fatal heart
attack. “Mr. Nash was one of

Wisconsin Ihpkh’olm: mer-
chants,” his March 23, 1936, Tri-
bune obituary noted. “In addi- the
tion, he was owner of several telegraphy, allowing him (in death, he was one of the state's times his
farms in Wood County, and was  swift succession) to become & oldest practicing physicians. career, which started after his
connected with many other ven-  rullroad station agent in Moose He had graduated from Howe  May 1899 graduation from Rush
tures.” Lake, Minn., as well os Random  High School here in 1889, then Medical College in

An enthusiastic sportsman, uhelndGdellemWh- Madison's served as chief of
Nash never (“even in advancing  consin, Along the way, he dab- of Wisconsin for three years staff at Riverview
years") fuiled to open the bird bled in sidelines, in ship-  before going on to medical attending physician at the Wood

More than a part of city’
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